Henry was still procrastinating because there
was one more card he could play and still save his
face with the Pope. For Clement had despatched
with Campeggio, besides the Bull regarding the
validity of Catherine's former marriage, a signed
promise that the case would not be revoked to
Rome ; and had given Campeggio two pieces of
instruction about it. One was that it was for the
King's private ear only; and the other was that
it was to be burnt immediately after the King
had heard it. The ambassador complied with
both these demands; but the second had been
kept a secret. So Henry was using every ounce
of his ingenuity to lay hands on a document
whose fate he probably realised only too well
at the bottom of his heart. Nevertheless, if he
could but procure it, the whole problem would
be solved at the eleventh hour, and Wolsey
might be useful once more.

Now the time was drawing on; and Anne, who
probably knew nothing of what was in the King's
mind, had already arranged a visit to Hatwell
Park; and so, the next morning, both the Car-
dinals took leave of the King and returned to
London. About two weeks later Campeggio
reached Dover, and was about to embark when
his luggage was ransacked by the King's orders.
This was an astonishingly high-handed action
even for Henry VIII to have perpetrated, and was
in direct defiance of all the existing laws of re-
specting an envoy. Henry, however, was making